SCRIPTURE READING

When Will I Be Happy with My Life?
When My Circumstances Work Out Right
Philippians 1:12-26
12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel,  13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.  14 And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.  

15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will.  16 The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel.  17 The former proclaim Christ out of rivalry, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment.  18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice,  

19 For I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance,  20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death.  21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  

22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell.  23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.  24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.  25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith,  26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.
SCRIPTURE READING

When Will I Be Happy with My Life?
When My Circumstances Work Out Right
Philippians 1:12-26

I. In Bad Circumstances, See What God is Doing (v12-14)
II. In Mixed Circumstances, Be Careful of Your Expectations (v15-18)
III. In Future Circumstances, Remember Your Purpose (v19-26)
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Leader:
Father, you are in control, and you promise to work everything together for good for those who love you. 
All:
But we struggle to trust you when our circumstances aren’t what we want them to be.  Please forgive us for doubting you, for sinning in our anger, and for losing our joy.  
Leader:
Thank you for Jesus, who always trusted your will for his life.  Thank you that he didn’t need his circumstances to “work out right” for him to trust you.
All:
Help us to trust and to see that your work in the world grows in the midst of adverse circumstances.  Help us to rejoice in that reality when we face adversity.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

2 Thessalonians 3:16  16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. The Lord be with you all.

Genesis 50:18-21   18 Joseph’s brothers came and fell down before him and said, "Behold, we are your servants."  19 But Joseph said to them, "Do not fear.  20 You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.  21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones." 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR COMMUNITY GROUPS

1.  What are the circumstances in your life that most quickly steal your happiness?  What are you looking to have changed in your life before you can be happy?  
3.  How did Paul handle the bad and mixed circumstances in his life (v12-18)?  How can you apply this to your current circumstances? 

4.  What was Paul’s perspective about his future circumstances (v20-24)?  Do you share his perspective?  How can we help each other to get to this place?
5.  What topics from this sermon/Scripture would come up in normal conversation with other people?  What questions might start a conversation?  How would Scripture speak to those topics?  Is this wisdom shared with other religions?  Is it contrary or consistent with current thinking?

6.  What is the good news from this sermon/Scripture?  How would you share this in conversation with others?

1) Sermon Summary (2-3 sentences).
From his prison cell, Paul looks at his situation and shows us that happiness doesn’t have to be based on our circumstances.  His bad, mixed, and future circumstances actually fill him with happiness because he has allowed the gospel and his passion to inform how he responds.     
2) A list of Keywords and Phrases, separated by commas (as many as you find practical to list).
Bad Circumstances, mixed circumstances, trials, denominations, disagreements, authority, relationship, prison, cell, happy, happiness, joy, rejoice, expectations, seeing what God is doing, purpose, passion, 
3) Sermon Manuscript (optional—including this will make the content of your sermon searchable by search engines like google).

Attached

4) Sermon Bulletin Outline & Discussion Questions (we make these available for download).

