Harbor Uptown

July 25 2010

Roberto Shim

How Good is Good Enough?

Scripture: Romans 3:21-26 (NIV)

21But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.

How Good is Good Enough?

Romans 3:21-26

I. Declared Righteousness

II. Satisfied God

III. Delivered From Sins

Discussion Questions for Community Groups

1. What is the relationship between the law and the gospel? (Also see Rom. 2:15, 3:20, 10:4.) 

2. What does Paul mean by “There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”? (v.22b-23)

3. How would you define faith? Why does Paul use Abraham as an example? Relationship with justification? (See Rom. 4:4-5.) 

4. In what ways are you still trying to gain God’s righteousness by the law? Share some life examples. 

5. Paul uses 3 different metaphors to communicate that we are saved by faith in Christ. Which one of the three speaks to you the most and why? 

6. How is justification an “act”? (vs.20, 21-22, 24, 28)  

7. What is propitiation? Why is it important? (v.25)

8. How do you explain what redemption is to someone? What is its relationship with sin? 

