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	Sermon Series:  A Life of Worship

Communion with Jesus:  What It Is and What It Does
1Corinthians 10:14-22
14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.  15 I speak as to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say.  

16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?  

17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.  

18 Consider the people of Israel: are not those who eat the sacrifices participants in the altar?  

19 What do I imply then? That food offered to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything?  20 No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God. I do not want you to be participants with demons.  21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.  22 Shall we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than he?
___________________________

5 Stages of Covenant Renewal Worship


	
	A Life of Worship

Communion with Jesus:  What It Is and What It Does

Introduction

I. What is it?  ________________________________  with  _____________________________
II. What does it do?  It ___________________________ us to ________________________
III. How does it help?  It gives us __________________________ and ______________________
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	C O N S T I T U T I O N  •  Discussion Questions for Community Groups
	
	C L E A N S I N G



	A Life of Worship

Communion with Jesus:  What It Is and What It Does

1Corinthians 10:14-22
1. Getting Started:  What gives you strength, motivation, or perseverance in life?  When you think you can’t do something, what convinces you that you can?
2. Experiencing (BEING):  Share a time when you experienced strengthening or greater confidence in God through the Lord’s Supper.

3. Interpreting (KNOWING):  What images does the Bible give to help us understand the Lord’s Supper?  How does each image teach us what the Lord’s Supper is?
4. Experiencing (BEING):  What does the Lord’s Supper do?  Specifically, how does God give us strength through this “meal”?
5. Experiencing (BEING):  What aspects of the gospel do the bread and the wine/juice represent?  How can understanding this help you experience God’s cleansing and strengthening grace when you participate in the Lord’s Supper?
6. Applying (DOING):  How could communing with Jesus in Sunday Worship affect your life Monday through Saturday?  How could it affect your relationship with Jesus, the Church, and the world?
	
	Confessing Together
Leader:  
Friends, God wants us to know that we are forgiven.  He invites us to confess our sins so that we can experience his sure forgiveness!
All:
Father, our lives are happiest and most fulfilled when we live thinking about our relationship with you.  But we often lose track of you in our lives.  As we ignore you, we open ourselves up to other influences—materialism, greed, and self-centeredness—and these things end up in control of our lives.  Please forgive us.
Confessing Individually in Silence
God’s Assurance of Forgiveness 
John 15:3-5  

3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.  4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.  5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  

Prayer Of Thanksgiving

All:  
Jesus, your love breaks through our sins.  Thank you for loving us in a way that is strong enough to set us free, and pure enough to bring forgiveness.  Help us to abide in you, remembering your death and resurrection that makes us new!  
Let’s Sing!
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